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No Time to Stop Planning 


Notwithstanding scarce materials and high labor costs, this is 
not the time to stop planning. The economic horizon may seem 
cloudy and the road ahead obscure. Actually, however, the atmo- 
sphere is beginning to clear, and will continue to brighten as time 
goes on. 


Let our cities chart their courses calmly today. Let them an- 
alyze their needs, in order that their citizens may be served ade- 
quately. Let clear-headed appraisals dictate requirements for new 
water supplies, sewerage projects, new streets, required fire and 
police protection facilities, and all the host of other things that make 
our communities strong. 


Until materials and manpower become more plentiful, let 
us time our public works to meet the most urgent needs first. And in 
cities lacking a comprehensive master plan, let us proceed with over- 
all planning as rapidly as possible, so that our municipal improve- 
ments may be built not only at the right time, but also in the right 
place. Such procedure will mean preparedness not only for immedi- 
ate municipal needs, but also to cushion a possible period of serious 
unemployment. Public works cannot stand alone as a bulwark against 
a post-war depression, but public works will aid, and in many cases 
aid immeasurably. 


Now is still the time to plan, because the time for large-scale 
construction may soon be upon us. And let's not wait for any more 
federal grants. 





JOHN C. STEVENS, President 
American Society of Civil Engineers 
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